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Aviation in Iowa



Today’s Presentation

• Overview of Iowa’s Air Transportation 
System

• Iowa Aviation System Plan
• Development Needs
• Aviation Programs and Funding



Aviation is Important to Iowa

• 1.4M Annual Aircraft Operations 
• 6,800 Active Pilots
• $834M Economic Impact
• 10,000 Jobs
• $4.2M to General Fund

– Aircraft registration
– Aviation fuel tax
– Use tax on aircraft sales



Jobs!

In Iowa, it is estimated that 88% 
of all aircraft operations are 
conducted by general aviation 
aircraft.  

These operations are dependant 
on well-marked runways, 
AWOS, windsocks, and vertical 
infrastructure.



4,000 missions annually!

Jobs!

AWOS is a lifeline for us.
Tom Lundberg, Mercy One Air Ambulance



Jobs!

1,300 aircraft are registered                         
to Iowa corporations!

Smaller, less congested airports 
are key to the value and flexibility of 

business aircraft.
John Balsiger, NBAA



Jobs!



Jobs!



Jobs!



Jobs!



Non-Stop Flights from Iowa Airports
State AIP funding is providing a 
local match for a federally funded 
air service study to evaluate and 
improve air service to the state!



Iowa Aviation System Plan

▪ 2004 – 2024

▪ Inventory

▪ Facility & Service Objectives

▪ Development Needs

▪ Funding





Commercial Service Airports



Enhanced Service Airports



General Service Airports



Basic Service Airports



Development Needs



Funding Sources: Seven Year 
Annualized Average

Federal = 82.3%

State = 7.3%

Local = 10.4%



General Aviation Airport Needs
▪ Airside/Runway projects
▪ Weather systems (AWOS)
▪ Windsocks
▪ Runway markings
▪ Clear approach zones
▪ Communication/navigation aids
▪ Land use planning
▪ Security, emergency, wildlife planning
▪ Pilot safety training
▪ Fueling systems
▪ Vertical Infrastructure (Hangars, terminal buildings)



State Aviation Programs
Airport Improvement Program (AIP)
• Airside projects, AWOS, windsocks, runway markings, 

pavement management, pilot safety programs

General Aviation Vertical Infrastructure (GAVI)
• Terminal and maintenance buildings, hangars and fuel facilities

Commercial Service Vertical Infrastructure (CSVI)
• Terminal buildings, hangars, maintenance facilities

Runway 
Markings



Appropriation History
Fiscal 
Year

Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP)

Commercial Service 
Vertical Infrastructure 
(RIIF)

General Aviation 
Vertical 
Infrastructure  
(RIIF)

1999 $2,484,000 (General Fund)

$2,475,000 (General Fund)

2,475,000 (General Fund)

2,248,000 (General Fund)

0

$500,000 (RIIF)

$500,000 (RIIF)

$64,792 (General Fund)

$564,792 (RIIF)

$945,000 (first year) 0

2000 $1,000,000 $500,000

2001 $1,000,000 $500,000

2002 $1,000,000 $500,000

2003 $1,100,000 $581,400

2004 $1,100,000 $581,400

2005 $1,100,000 $581,400

2006 $1,500,000 $750,000



Aviation Revenue / Appropriations History
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Investment in Aviation is 
Important to Iowa

Safety

Economic Development

Jobs

Vital Services

One way or another, all businesses and every 
Iowan depend on aviation.



Questions?
Iowa DOT Office of Aviation

800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010
515-239-1875

www.iawings.com
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